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| SECOND LETTER 


ADDRESSED TO THE 


I nhabitants of W arwick, 
IN REPLY TO 


THE REMARKS 
- UPON 
THE FIRST LETTER, 
AND UPON | 
A Letter to the Printer of the Birmingham Gazette, 


BY THE REV. THE VICAR AND THE CURATE 
| OF ST. NICHOLAS. 


By William Field, 
Miniſter of the Proteſtant Diſſenting Chapel, in High- ſtreet. 


HE THAT STANDS UPON A SLIPP'RY PLACE, 
MAKES NICE OF NO VILE HOLD TO STAY HIM UP, 
Shakeſpeare's K. Jobn. 


(OIL ILL EEE ELLE EEE EET MENDAX INFAMIA TERRET, 
UEM, NISI MENDOSUM ET MENDACEM? Her. 
. 


TO WHICH 18 ADDED, 


- A COPY OF A LETTER TO THE PRINTER OF 
THE BIRMINGHAM GAZETTE. 


— 
Birmingbam, 
PRINTED BY J. THOMPSON 


AND $OLD BY J. JOHNSON, sr. Paul's CHURCH- YARD, LONDON. 
MDCCXCI. 
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THE PREFACE. 


{VOTHING could have been farther from 
my intentions, or wiſhes, at leaſt, than to offer any 
thing more to the Public, on the Iow and diſagrecable 
ſubjeft of the late ſhameful proceedings againſt the 
Difſenters at Warwick ;-——proceedimngs of @ dif- 
ferent kind, indeed, but originating in the ſame bad 
ſpirit that kindled the fires of PE” PRE | 


But. a new and ſerious charge &« of publiſhing 10 
& the <vorld the moſt notorious falſeboods,” having 
been lately exhibited againſs me, by Mr. Miller 
and Mr, Laugharne, the one the Vicar and the' 
other che Curate of St. Nicholas, the principal actors 
in this ſcene of littlensſs and iniquity ; ſame reply to 
it, no doubt, will be expected from me. At one time 
I bad been led to entertain the bope of being able to 
aſſert my innocence, in the moſt open and public- 
manner, in a court of juſtice: but in this 1 have 
ſince been diſappointed. I have thought it neceſſary, 
therefore, to come forward, once more, and to offer 
a ſecond vindication of myſelf and of my friends; 
which 
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which I now preſent to the inhabitants of Warwick, 
and through them, to all whoſe attention may have 
been drawn to this affair, and eſpecially to all into 
whoſe hands the © Remarks” of Mr. Miller and 
Mr. Laugharne, may happen to fall*. And it is 
my hope and wiſh, that I ſhall not have any farther 
occaſion to appear before the Public, in relation to 
a buſineſs, with which I confeſs I am completely 
tired and diſguſted. 


Jam happy, however, in having this fair op- 
portunity of doing juſtice to my townſmen ; by de- 
claring, that they do by no means generally approve 
of the proceedings of which I complain. It is much 
to be wiſhed, indeed, that ſome of them, men of cha- 
rafter and influence, had ſpoken out on this occa- 
ion, more openly and boldly than they have thought 
proper to do. Hardly can they be called the real 
friends of any cauſe, who ſee it expoſed and injured 
by the blind zeal of others, and at the ſame time 
refuſe to inter poſe; leſt they ſhould be thought cold 
and diſafjetted themſelves. And yet too many of my 
fellow-townſmen, enemies to every kind and every 
degree of intolerance, as indeed all wiſe and enligbi- 
ened friends of the church muſt be, I fear, | * 
allied on this cautious principle. 


* S folicitous have Mr. Miller and Mr. Laugharne been 
to circulate their Pamphlet, that it is delivered at all the Book - 
ſellers gratis, and has even been handed about the ſtreets of 
Birmingham like a a common hand- SN 
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THE PREFACE. 5 
Jam ſenſible, it will not become me to ſay 


much, with reſpect to the condutt of the Diſſenters 


themſelves, on this occaſion. The writer f an 
anonymous letter, which I have lately received, com- 
plains that they have been in his opinion, much too 
tame and unrgſiſting, in this buſineſs. He thinks 
they have given greater importance to Mr. Miller's 
ſtrange charges, than they deſerved; and that they 
have condeſcended too much in expoſtulating with the 
bigh church bigots, as he calls them, who aſſembled 
at the Court Houſe, ' Such high proceedings on the 

one part, ſhould have met, be ſays, with more 
ſpirit on the other. Indeed if the Diſſenters have 
erred at all, it certainly is on this fide. 


tuated by a wiſh of preſerving peace, if poſſible, 
- without relinquiſhing their own rights ;—which in- 
deed ought to be with every man, ſacred. 


No perſons, however, will accuſe the Diſſenters 
of having proceeded with any thing like heat or 
intemperance in the buſineſs. Many groſs pro- 
vocations and much ill-treatment they have received, 
in the courſe of it: but they will appear to have 
alted with ſome degree of firmneſs, J hope, and at 
the ſame time with . moderation and forbearance, 
Fortiter in re et ſuaviter in modo, if I do not de- 
ceive myſelf, has been their maxim; or in plain 
Engliſh, they have maintained their point, "without 

Hing theig own temper, or 1 incenſing that 


of their oppoſers. 
Li 


And even 
then, it may be ſaid for them, that they were ac- 
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Let any one look into the paper preſented to the 
gentlemen. at the Court Houſe, and which the anony- 
mous writer juſt mentioned, calls a © paper of ex- 
* euſe;” and let bim ſay whether it was not evi- 
dently intended to pacify and quiet angry and pa/- 
fionate men (for ſuch were too many churchmen at 
that © moment of riot and drunken delirium” ) 
and with © a, ſoft anſwer to turn away wrath.” 
And the ſecond letter addreſſed, through Mr. 
Bird, to the ſame gentlemen, contains a propoſal, 
obich I ſhould not have thought any man could 
have found in bis heart to pronounce © unſatisfac- 
cc gary; which yet theſe gentlemen bave not ſcru- 
pied to do. But the plain fact is, notions of ſupe- 
rior rank and of excluſive rights (two of the moſt 
faſcinating things in nature) are ſo deeply fixed in 
the minds of ſome Church-of-England-men, as they 
call themſelves, that they will hardly be ſatisfied 
(if we muſt come to that) I fear, till the degraded 
Diſſenters have formally renounced all their juſt 
claims, as beings of a common nature; and ſhall con- 
ſent, with one accord to crouch like ſlaves, or to kiſs 

be ground before them, as Mr. Bruce bas lately 
told us is the cuſtom in Abyſſinia, The Diſſenters 
themſelves, I hope, bowrver, may be allowed to take 
comfort in the perſuaſion, that ſubjects of pality and 
liberty begin to be too generally underſtood (what 
ever may be: the caſe with ſome, whoſe intereſt 
blinds, or whoſe prejudices miſiead them ) to admit of 

. the long continuance of any unwiſe and unjuſt diſ 
tinHions in favour of one ſet of men and ta the diſ- 
advantage 
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advantage of anotber men they are all equally 
peaceable, uſeful and deferving members of Jociety. 


Bu 1 muſt turn from this pleaſing thought, to a 
leſs agreeable ſubject. It is not my intention to an- 
ticipate the refleftions, which my readers will pro- 
bably make, in peruſing the following pages. They 
will there meet with ſore things which I could 
almoſt wiſh for the honour of our nature, to have 
ce hidden from the eyes of all living; but which my 
own vindication makes it neceſſary to diſcloſe. IT be- 
lieve, it has not been thought that my former addreſs 
to the inhabitants of Warwick, was written with 
an undue warmth of temper. But in the following 
Letter, as well as in that to the Printer of the Bir- 
mingham Gazette (a copy of which atcompantes it 
it will be ſeen, I bave allowed myſelf to aſſume a 
ſtyle of greater ſeverity—though nat greater than 
the occaſion, 1 am confident, will abundantly juſtify. 


And how happy ſhall I think myſelf—if any 


thing I have ſaid on this diſagreeable occaſion, ſhould 


ſerve, in the ſmalleſt degree to vindicate the cha- 
rafters of mjured men, to expoſe injuſtice and fraud, 
to ſhame meanneſs, to repreſs inſolence, to unite di- 
vided neighbours, in peace and good-will, and to 
promote even in the ſmall circle of this town, the 
chriſtian ſpirit of candour and charity ! 


WARWICK, 
December 26, 1791. 
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A SECOND LETTER, Ge. 
| — 


MY TOWNSMEN AND NEIGHBOURS, 


_  BerokE your tribunal and 


that of the Public, I am arraigned of 


having *© boldly and unbluſhingly ad- 
« yanced, in ſome late publications, the 
“ moſt notorious falſchoods ; reflecting 
eon the characters of two of your cler- 
«« gymen, the Vicar and Curate of St. 


“ Nicholas.” 


What J have ſaid, I readily admit, I 
have faid © with a bold and unbluſhing 
e aſſurance” (not without bluſhing, how- 
ever, . at the proceedings which I have 
thought 1t right to expoſe) and that 
I have publiſhed many things to the 
world, which bear hard upon the honour 

(I and 
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2 A Second Letter to the 


- and honeſty of my reverend accuſers, 


eſpecially of one of them, I certainly 
cannot deny. But the 7eft of the charge, 
I am ready to anſwer to ;—and I do not 


deſire better judges, in this cauſe, than 


thoſe to whom, in particular, the appeal 


is now made. 


In a Letter to the Printer of the Bir- 


mingham Gazette, I have ſtated: that 


Mr. Muller, aided and abetted by his aſſo- 
ciate Mr. Laugharne, attempted to draw 
away two young children of the name 


of Penn, admitted into the Diſſenting 


ſchool at a time when they were refuſed 
admittance into any other; firſt by offer- 
ing money, and next by threatening to 
turn both parents and children out of 
the pariſn. In anſwer to this, you have 


in your hands an dfidevit of the parents 


themſelves; in which they declare, that 
Mr. Miller never made any ſuch offers 
to them, that he never uſed any ſuch 
threats, and that they never gave any 


Juch 
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ſuch account, either to me or to any other 
perſon. On the ſtrength of this, I am 
accuſed of advancing a known falſehood. 


I ſhould certainly have replied, much 
ſooner, to ſuch a ſerious charge, ſup- 
ported in ſuch a ſerious manner, as this. 
But I deferred it, with the expectation of 
being able to make a public appeal in 
my own vindication, to the juſtice of my 
country, in a court of common law. 
That one of the perſons, to whom the 
above oath was adminiſtered, has PER- 
JuRED herſelf, I have full proof. But 
the oath itſelf, I am adviſed, is not a 
legal oath ; ſo that it. is the opinion of 
an eminent counſel * whom I have con- 


— — - — 


—— ————— w- — — 
— — * 


* The following are his words: 


« Falſe ſwearing in a voluntary affidavit (though a 
c conſcientious) is not a legal perjury. Nor can any 
« proſecution, or other proceeding at law, be main- 
« tained againſt any of the parties on account of this 
« affidavit.” I fancy if. Mr. Miller had not been 
pretty well informed that theſe oaths, are not oaths, in 
the eye of the law, he would hardly have ventured 
to produce them. | | | | 
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ſulted, and whoſe anſwer I have this 
moment received, that in- this Cu: + an 
action will not lie. 

I muſt therefore content myſelf with 
declaring, in this moſt public manner, 
that I received the account preciſely as 
T have ſtated it, iN THE PRESEN-CE 
OF TWO UNEXCEPTIONABLE WITNESSES, 
from one of the perſons, both of whom 
now deny upon oath, that they ever 
gave to me any ſuch account. For the 
full ſatisfaction of all who may wiſh to 
make further enquiries into this matter, 
the names of theſe two witneſſes, who 
will be found to be very reſpectable per- 
ſons, are directed to be left with Mr. 
Tomes, Attorney at Law. 


This is an affair, it will be ſaid, of a 
very dark complexion, But fince no per- 
ſon can be ſuppoſed capable of taking a 
ſolemn oath in confirmation of a known 
falſehood for” no reaſon at all; it will 
be 
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be evident to every- one, that the poor 
unhappy woman, in the preſent caſe, 
muſt have been ſtrongly tempted to do it, 
by ſome perſon or perſons unknown. 
And whether a certain gentleman, whoſe 
name I need not mention, on this occa- 
ſion, is ſufficiently aware of it or not, 
the ſuſpicion (in ſpite of the ſanctity of 
his office) muſt inevitably fall upon him 
and his reverend coadjutor. What fur- 
ther ſtrengthens this moſt natural and 
unavoidable ſuſpicion, with ' reſpe& to 
theſe two perſons, is the circumſtance of ! 
the daily, nay I may almoſt ſay, hourly = 
vifits, which the woman herſelf acknow- 
ledges to have received from them, for a 9 9 
9 


conſiderable time, previous to her taking 
the oath in queſtion; —a circumſtance 
too, confirmed by many of her neigh- 
bours. 5 "| 


What will be your feelings, my townſ- 
men, when you come to read this, and Wi 
to reflect upon it, I will not fay ; but 1 4 

B 3 own 
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6 A Second Letter to the : 
own I ſhudder with horror while I write 
it. That two perſons, both of them 
public teachers of religion and good 
morals, ſhould bring themſelves under 
a ſtrong ſuſpicion, anfounting almoſt to 
a poſitive proof, of having tempted a 
poor wretch to perjure herſelf; in order 
to ſave their own characters, and to 
blacken mine, is indeed ſhocking to tell. 
Truly fays Dr. Young, 


$40410004004406054044.6- Guilt begun, will fly 
To guilt conſummate, to be ſafe. 


And much as theſe reverend gentlemen 
would rejoice to injure my reputation; 
I have charity enough for them, to wiſh 
they may be able to clear themſelves, in 
this very ſuſpicious caſe, to their own 
ſatisfaction, to that of their eccleſiaſtical 
ſuperiors, and to yours. 


. _ Before I fay any thing, in reply to 
the reſt of the affidavits; I ſhall call the 


atten tion 


Inhabitants of Warwick, 7 
attention of my readers to a circumſtance 
which, I believe, will have great! weight 
with all of them. The charges contained 
in theſe affidavits, with a ſingle exception, 
are the identical charges (obſerve gentle 
reader) alleged by Mr. Miller againſt the 
Diſſenters, at a conference, expreſsly ap- 
pointed for the purpoſe; at which I 
aſſiſted, and an account of which I have 
given in my former letter addreſſed to 
you. (See page 19, ſecond edit.) What I 
have there affirmed, I ſhall here beg leave 
to repeat, that the three clergymen, 
% and eſpecially Mr. Miller, expreſsly de- 

* clared that the whole affair (meaning 
of theſe | charges) was cleared up to 
cc their. entire ſatisfaction.” Now what 
muſt the world think of this man of 
ſhameleſs effrontery, who comes forward 
with a ſet of charges'in his hands, which 
he knows to be unfounded; or what 
comes to the ſame thing, which he de- 
clared in my hearing and in the hearing 

of two reſpectable friends, to have been 
B 4 anſwered 


* A Second Letter to the 
anſwered to his entire ſatisfaftion?* For 
my part I can ſcarcely bring myſelf to 
give the ſmalleſt attention to theſe things 
or to any thing elſe, advanced by a man 
who can BELIE HIMSELF, in ſo groſs and 
palpable a manner, not even when at- 
teſted by his oath, or that of a few poor 


ignorant wretches, previouſly Prepare 
e's it by himſelf. 


However, as theſe affidavits are now 
publiſhed to the world, and Mr. Miller 
no doubt wiſhes them to gain credit ; 
though he welb knows every thing con- 
| tained in them, to be either falſe or fri- 


volous (that is, if we may believe Mr. 
Miller himſelf) I ſhall make a few re- 


* When Mr. Miller has been cloſely prefſed with 
this circumſtance, I am told, his reply generally is, 
te that freſh matter came out afterwards.” But where 
is this freſh matter? Nothing in theſe affidavits can 
be called freſh matter, except the filly ſtory of the 
Church and Steeple. Every thing elſe contained 
in them, was expreſsly urged againſt us and replied 
to, at the conference above-mentioned, and that, as 
Mr. Miller faid, to his entire fatiifadien. 


a 
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marks upon them, Now it muſt weaken, 
in ſome ſmall degree, the credit of all 
Mr. Miller's witneſſes, that the firſt and 
one of the moſt material of them all, 
has been proved guilty of falſe ſwearing; 
and in this caſe, a certain reverend gen- 
tleman himſelf, whom I have before al- 
luded to in this connection, cannot but 
be ſtrongly ſuſpected of the black crime 
of ſuborning it. Of the reſt, I am au- 
thorized to ſay, that one would have alſo 
been proceeded againſt at common law, as 
a perjurer, if ſuch an action could have 
been maintained; the evidence in the 
caſe being very ſufficient *; and that ¹ 
are not known and have never been ſo 
much as ſeen (let every one give me 
what credit he pleaſes) by the perſon 


A ſtatement of this evidence may be ſeen at Mr. 
Tomes'. — | | 


+I need not inform any of the inhabitants of 
Warwick, that this perſon is a lady of a moſt. unim- + 
peachable character: and whoſe kind attention to the 
intereſts of the poor, it would much better become 
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againſt whom they have ſworn. And 
with reſpect to ſome things ſtated in 
theſe affidavits, I would obſerve, the evi- 
dent improbability of them is ſo great, 
that even the circumſtance of their hav- 
ing been ſworn to, will hardly be able to 
gain them much credit; at leaſt with 
thoſe who are at all acquainted with the 
parties concerned. Accordingly moſt of 
you, I underſtand, are much more diſ- 
poſed to ſmile at them, n to admit 
the truth of them. ho: 


But there is one material circum- 
ſtance, to which I muſt call your parti- 
cular attention. With all the witneſſes 
brought forward on this occaſion, Mr. 
Miller and Mr. Laugharne are well 
known to have had frequent intercourſe, 


both before and on the day of their by- 


Mr. Miller to learn to imitate, than attempt to ex- 
poſe. But 0 
FR that nl t 
Envy and crooked malice nouriſhment, 
"Date bite the beſt._m— "1 917! 


pearance 
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pearance before the magiſtrate, when in 
the preſence of thoſe two perſons and a 
ſelect party of friends ov, they were 
directed to ſwear to the particulars ſtated 
in theſe affidavits. Now ſurely all the 
acknowledged rules of fairneſs and equity 


I ever heard of, require that the accuſed 


party alſo ſhould have been allowed to 
| be preſent on ſuch an occaſion, to croſs- 
examine the witneſſes, and to ſee" juſtice 
done to themſelves. But perhaps Mr. 

Miller's fear was, that the Diſſenters 
would again have cleared up the whole 
affair to his entire ſatisfa#ion, and then 


all his purpoſes, in ſpite of himſelf, would 


have been at once defeated! 


As Mr. Miller has taken care to keep 
his witneſſes ſo much in the dark; T 


; ſhall produce one of them before the 
public, in order that they may be able to 
form ſome judgment of the reſt. A few 


days ago, I went in company with two. 


of my friends, to ſee one Elizabeth Sutton, 
whoſe 
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whoſe affidavit will be found among the 
reſt. The moment we made our buſineſs 
known, the woman' hung down her head, 
was ſilent and ſullen; and we began to 
think that we ſhould know no more of 
her, than we could learn from her perſon 
and appearance. But at length, after 
much queſtioning, ſhe raiſed herſelf up 
and firmly declared that ſhe had never 
taken' any oath at all relating to this bu- 
fineſs, and that ſhe had never been be- 
fore a magiſtrate *© ſince the laſt corn 
de harveſt.” My friends and I looked 
upon each other with _ aſtoniſhment, 
though one of us had heard her huſband 
declare as much before her, but it turns 
out (what indeed was moſt likely) that 
he knows nothing at all of the matter. 
Afterwards, however, upon being cloſely 
preſſed, ſhe admitted that ſhe bad taken 
the oath in queſtion, but gave us plainly 
to underſtand that nothing but the per- 
ſuaſions of Mr. Laugharne could have 


induced her to do it, with whoſe wiſhes, 
ſhe 
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ſhe intimated, *©* ſhe thought herſe] 

* bound to comply.” Next the ſaid, 

had never been aſked at all to take the 
oath, till ſhe was carried before the ma- 
giſtrate; who ſat at Mr. Miller's houſe 
(in ſome dark cloſet perhaps) and was 
there, for the firſt time, deſired to do it. 
And laſt of all ſhe utterly denied to have 
ſworn to ſome particulars ſtated in the 
affidavit, which 1 read over to her; ſhe 
herſelf, poor woman, * not being able to 
read or write, Here, my good friends, 


is a curious ſpecimen of Mr, Miller's ſet _ 


of oath-takers; on whoſe credit, he is 
willing to vindicate tis own character 
and to blaſt mine 


With reſpect to the parents of the 
children belonging to the Diſſenting 
ſchool, I have already ſtated the whole 


It is worthy of remark, that no entreaties have 
been able to prevail with this woman to face the 
perſon againſt whom ſhe has ſworn. Are we to 
aſcribe this to a conſciouſneſs of guilt, or to the pru- 
dent advice of Mr. Miller and Mr, Laugharne ? p 

O 


p 
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the caſe in the Letter addreſſed to you 
Hage 15) I have juſt looked over what 
I have there ſaid; I am entirely ſatisfied 
with it, and have nothifig of conſequence 
to add to it. Where my account 1s con- 
tradicted by that now laid before you (as 
it certainly is in ſome particulars) the 
public have only to chuſe between my 
plain narration and Mr. Miller's oaths ; 
and they are undoubtedly at full liberty 
to give credit to which of them, they 
may think, on the whole, beſt entitled to 
it. As, however, ſome perſons may poſ- 
ſibly be inclined to lay a particular ſtreſs 
upon the ſolemnity of an oath, I ſhall 
beg leave to remind them of a ſaying of 
Dr. Jortin, It may be as truly affirmed 
« of a knave as of an honeſt man, that 
* his word is as good as his oath.” 


Before I diſmiſs the ſubject of theſe 
oaths, I cannot help calling your notice 
to one ſingulax charge, which the ene- 
mies of the Diſſenters wiſh (but vainly - 

| wiſh) 
I, 
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wiſh) to fix upon them. One of the 
perſons examined before the committee 
appointed to ſupport the eſtabliſhed 
church in this borough (or in other 
plainer words, the committee appointed 
to harraſs and oppreſs the Diſſenters in 
this borough) declared to me, that ſhe 
was cloſely queſtioned Whether her 
children had not been ILI-UsED while 


they belonged to the Diſſenting ſchool? 
But to the great diſappointment of the 


reverend chairman, who conducted this 
examination, the poor woman, though 


ſhe had ſworn to many other things, 
equally true, could not be un to 


ſwear to this !! 


Now ſurely, my friends, if men are 


to ſeek out with ſuch malicious eagerneſs; 
for charges againſt their neigbours, you 


cannot be ſurpriſed if they ſhould find 


them; aye, and perſons too, to Fear 
point-blank to them. At this rate you 


muſt not wonder if we, whom you now 
| take 
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take to be honeſt and reſpectable men, 
ſhould hereafter be proved upon oath to be 
no better than vagabonds, rogues, or 
ſhoplifters. One great comfort, however, 
(thank God and our country) we have 
ſtill left us; we can neither be tranſ- 
ported nor hanged without having an op- 
portunity, at leaſt to face our accuſers, 
and to anſwer for ourſelves. 


some gentlemen of the committee, 

I have been told, who are in a horrible 
fright. leſt the poor ſhould become wiſer 
than themſelves, have generouſly beſtow- 
ed a few hard epithets upon. me (or per- 
haps hearty curſes) becauſe I amuſe my- 
ſelf one evening in the week, with in- 
ſtructing a number of poor children in 
the uſe of their pen, and in the know- 
ledge of figures. And (between ourſelves) 
I begin to be afraid that I ſhall ere long 
be found guilty pom oath of teaching 
them to write treaſon, or to compoſe 
thundering philippics againſt the church, 


or 
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or perhaps to draw lines of circumvalla- 
tion around conſecrated buildings. In- 
deed, ſome violent ſuſpicions of this kind, 
I take it, muſt have been the ground of 
that dreadful alarm into which the clergy 
were once ſo ſuddenly thrown, and which 
they ſo feelingly deſcribed in a certain 
memorable hand-bill. "Fortunately for 
us, however, who are the weaker party, 
their fellow-churchmen did not enter 
into all their feelings upon that occaſion. 


| I was alſo informed, ſome time ago, 
that Mr. Laugharne, had been pleaſed to 
make ſome very free remarks, upon my 
having been preſent at the late ill-fated 
Revolution dinner in Birmingham. And 
young as I am, it is no great crime, I 
hope, that I know enough of the value 
of liberty, and feel ſufficient intereſt in 
the happineſs of all people, to rejoice 
(whether ſuch men as Mr. Laugharne 
will rejoice with me or not) that a great 
nation © wills to be free.” However, as 
C = 
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Mr. Laugharne's profound ſagacity * can 


ſee no. difference between a friend to the 


French revolution and a traitor to the 
Engliſh 'government, I begin to think 
that I ſhall next be accuſed upon oath of 
conſpiring to ſubvert our excellent con- 


ſtitution. And, oh! ſhould it ever be 


diſcovered that I am the ſon of a certain 
Engliſh uſurper, who murdered the royal 


* The mention of Mr. Laugharne's profound 
lagacity, brings to my recollection the following 
curious ſample of it. This good gentleman was once 
called upon to baptize a dying infant---which happily 
lived, -however, till this important rite was duly per- 
formed. Having done this part of his duty, the 


reverend miniſter of conſolation began to congratulate - 


the parents on the narrow eſcape (from eternal dam- 
nation, I ſuppoſe he meant) of this poor little innocent 
babe, alike unconſcious of its imminent danger or of 
its fortunate deliverance; and hence was naturally 
led to inſiſt upon the ab/9/ute neceſſity of this ceremony 
in theſe circumſtances. After patiently liſtening to 
ſuch wiſe and holy diſcourſe for ſome time, one of the 
parents (who was a Quaker's ſervant) broke out into 
the following ſhort exclamation, but to which I fancy 
it would puzzle our. knowing divine to find a ready 
anſwer “ Bleſs me, Sir, ſays he; if what you fay 
« be true, what will become of my maſter, * he never 
« thinks of being 9 at all ef 

and 
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and bleſſed martyr, I am undone. In 
that caſe, you may aſſuredly expect to 
hear that I am convicted (upon the oath 
of Mr. Laugharne himſelf perhaps) be- 


fore the committee of Churchmen, whoſe 
loyalty is hardly to be ſhaken, of aſpiring 
to the throne ! * 


| To diſmiſs this affair of the affidavits 
with perfect ſeriouſneſs. Nothing can 
be plainer, my townſmen, than that Mr. 
Miller and Mr. Laugharne, the contrivers 
of this horrid ſcheme, and their ſup- 


Mr. Madan, the ſæviens ſacerdos of Birmingham, 
thinks it abſolutely certain that the whole race of Diſ— 
ſenters are king-killers; becauſe, as he will have it, 
they are all lineally deſcended from king Charles's 
murderers. Alas! what ſhall I fay for myſe/f? For 
the line of my anceſtors, on the female ſide, may 
fairly and clearly be traced. up (ah me!) to Crom- 
WELL HIMSELF, Mr. Madan being my judge, the 
eloquence of an Erſkine, I fear, would hardly fave 
me. See Noble's Memoirs of the Protectorate Family, 
2 vols. ſecond edition. The firſt edition of this work 
was publiſhed, before the author made himſelf known 
to the few ſurviving branches of the Cromwell family; . 
to whom he is indebted for ſome valuable communi- 
cations, to be found in the ſecond edition. | 

| C 2 porters 


20 A Second. Letter to the 
porters both of the clergy and laity, have 
conceived. a ſtrange and moſt unreaſon- 
able diſlike to us, unfortunate but inno- 
cent Diſſenters; and that they would be 
: glad to do us any injury in the world. 
= The law of our country (for which we 
ö are very thankful) forbids them to moleſt 
our perſons or to invade our property, 
(though Mr. Miller has even threatened 
that ) and therefore all they can do, is to 
interrupt our quiet with little broils, or 
to injure our reputation by low calum- 
nies; Which, you ſee; is the very thing 
they are now attempting to do. In this 
caſe. we. can only throw ourſelves, with 
full confidence, upon your Juſtice and 
generoſity. With the characters of moſt 
of us, you are all well acquainted; and 
you will admit they are ſuch as no man 
need be aſhamed to appeal to. Allow us 
to hope, therefore, that you will not 
too eaſily give ear to the vile ſcandals 
vhich our ungenerous foes daily invent 
and propagate to our diſadvantage; 
availing 
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availing themſelves of that ſacred cha- 
racter which gives them a title to reſpect 
and credit. And when they find that 
their baſe inſinuations and bold aſſertions 
are not much attended to, we truſt you 
will not be greatly ſurprized, if they 
ſhould have recourſe to oaths (lying ge- 
nerally needs the ſupport of curſing and 
ſwearing) and even if they ſhould pro- 
cure a number of poor, ignorant wretches 
to aſſemble in a private room, and to 
ſwear——to what they pleaſe. © 


But if any thing more is thought ne- 
ceſſary to be done in this caſe, we only 
aſk, that it may be done in open day (not 
at Mr. Miller's houſe, nor in the dark) 
that fair and impartial judges may be 
choſen, 'that the accuſed as well as the 
acculing Party ſhall be permitted to be 
preſent; and then we doubt not, we ſhall 
be able to clear ourſelves to your entire 
ſatisfaction (as we once did to Mr. Mil- 
ler's) if indeed we have not done it 
N e 1 | 
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Having now entirely done with Mr. 
Miller's oaths, I come to Mr. Miller's 
pamphlet, on which I promiſed, ſome 
time ago, to give you a few remarks; 


and I now promiſe you, they ſhall be 


very few and very ſhort; thinking the 


7 thing itſelf hardly worthy of my notice. 


You have obſerved, no doubt, with 
ſome ſurprize, that through the whole 
of it, though expreſsly writing in vindt- 
cation of himſelf, Mr. Miller makes no 
ſort of reply to the many ſerious charges, 
which I have brought againſt him. 1 
have accuſed him of acting a double part; 
firſt applauding the endeavours of the 
Diſſenters to inſtruct the poor, and then 
attempting to hinder and obſtruct thoſe 
laudable endeavours. I have accuſed him 
of uſing what he may call fair, upright, 
and honourable means of drawing away 
the children from the Diſſenting ſchool, 
but what I muſt beg leave to call low, 


* In-a hand- bill diſtributed in the town, | 
| vile 
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vile, and deteſtable arts, unworthy of any 
man; ſuch as threatening to deprive the 
parents of their work, and of the bread, 
coals, &c. provided for them at the public 

expence. I have accuſed him of report- 
ing falſe charges, and what he acknow- 
ledged to me to be ſuch. Above all, I 
have accuſed him of uſing the. moſt. 
horrid threats of violence, with a view 
to terrify the Diſſenters into a compliance 
with his inſolent demands. Theſe and 
ſome other ſerious charges, I have al- 


+ The whole diſpute reſpecting the Diſſenting Sun- 
day ſchool was ſettled, as Mr. Miller ſaid to his entire 
ſatisfafion, previous to the Birmingham riots. But 
very ſoon after the news of thoſe unfortunate diſturb- 
ances reached Warwick, Mr. Miller aſſembled a 
number of churchmen at his own houſe, and ſum- 
moned two of the Diſſenters to meet them; with 
one of whom he retired into a private apartment, and 
informed him that the object of this meeting was to 
« inſiſt that the Sunday ſchool belonging to the Diſ- 
ſenters ſhould be ſhut up;” aſſuring him, at the ſame 
time, © that if this was not done, their meeting-houſe 
and their dwelling houſes would be deſtroyed.” Upon 
returning to the reſt of the company, Mr. Miller took 
the other Diſſenter aſide and «hifpered to him the 

ſame dreadful intelligence. 
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| leged againſt Mr. Miller himſelf; but to 
all this, you ſee, he thinks proper to ſay 
nothing---you will naturally think be- 
cauſe he hath nothing to ſay. 


One curious part of the pamphlet, 
no doubt, you have particularly noticed. 
Mr. Miller ſpeaks, p. 23, © of amicable 
conferences which unhappily ended, he 
« ſays, without the deſired effect. Now 
what - preciſe effect he deſired, he beſt 
knows. But if you will turn to my 
Letter to Mr. Bird, p. 28, you will there 
ſee a propoſal on the part of the Diſſen- 
ters, © to ſuffer no children to continue in 
their ſchool, but thoſe whoſe parents upon 
proper enquiry, ſhould expreſsly defire it.“ 
Will any of you, my townſmen, ſay, that 
this is not ſuch a conceſſion as ought to 
have ſatisfied any reaſonable man? Moſt 
of you, I am perſuaded, will acknowledge 
that this is 4 that. could poſſibly be 
aſked, with any appearance of decency, 
in ſuch a caſe, of the Diſſenters, or of 

any 
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any ſet of men. But it ſeems to be Mr. 
Miller's opinion, that, though we Diſ- 
ſenters have certainly the form, and all 
the appearance of human creatures, yet 
_ nevertheleſs, we muſt. be a part of ſome 
inferior ſpecies of beings, not entitled 
to the common rights and uſages of 
men-— a ſort of tame animal, perhaps, 
created for the diverſion of haughty and 
inſolent vicars and curates ! 


In another part of his pamphlet (p- 
23) Mr. Miller ſpeaks of © encroach- 
ments upon his own congregation,” and 


makes a curious diſtinction * between 7 


defending and invading,” —by all which 
he means to tell you, that moſt of the 
children belonging to the Diſſenting 
ſchool were drawn away from thoſe of 
the church; and therefore, he thinks it 
right to draw them back again. I will 
own to you, I am perfectly aſtoniſhed 


that any man, or any two men, upon 


earth, can venture to talk in this way, in 
the face of a whole town, where it is well 


known 
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known (I ſpeak with a bold and un- 


bluſhing aſſurance) that moſt of the chil- 
dren were admitted into this ſchool, at a 
time when they were abſolutely excluded 
by an expreſs rule, from thoſe of the 


church; as being the children of non- 


pariſhioners*. Yet now you ſee Mr, 
Miller and Mr. Laugharne have the g ur- 
ance (whether bluſhing or unbluſhing, I 


cannot tell) to come forward and to 
charge us with ſeducing them away; and 


the unparalleled 7mpudence to require us 
to diſmiſs them, againſt the expreſs wiſhes 
both of the parents and the children. And 
they have found a ſet of men too, who 


have the ſtrange weakneſs to admit the 


truth and juſtice of what they ſay; or 
the low contrivance and irn art to pre- 
tend to do ſo. 


* Of about one hundred and twenty children ad- 
mitted into the Diſſenting ſchool ſince its ſirſt inſti- 
tution to the preſent time, no leſs a proportion than 
one hundred were admitted before the rule was re- 


ſcinded, which excluded them from thoſe of the church. 


And of this number, many who had obtained ad- 
mittance into the Church ſchools before the exiſtence 


of that rule, were in Hd by the managers them- 


{lves in conſequence of it, 
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What would you think, my good 


friends, of a man who firſt throws away 
his purſe; then charges the perſon who 
happens to take it up, with robbing him 
of it; and next remands it with taunts 
and inſults? Something like this, is the 
conduct of your two eee, 

firſt refuſe to admit children of a certain 
deſcription into their ſchools ; then, they 
accuſe us of ſeducing theſe ſame children 
away; and laſt of all, they inſult us and 


threaten our poor children; becauſe, for- 


ſooth, they do not like to go from us, 
and we do not like to drive them away by 
main force, And what 1s the moſt won- 
derful of all to tell, for this fair, manly, 
upright, and judicious conduct, to. be 
ſure, one of theſe gentlemen has already 


received the thanks of a grave aflembly 


of churchmen, and the other has certainly 
a right to expect the ſame! | 


Oh judgment! thou art fled to brutiſh beaſts, 
And men have loſt their reaſon. 


1 ſhall 


They 
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I ſhall next call the attention of my 
readers to what Mr. Miller tells (page 23) 
of his great ſucceſs in drawing uy chil- 


dren from the Diſſenting ſchool, We 
© have been ſo fortunate,” he ſays, « ag. 


to recover many of our people, by the 
e moſt upright and honourable means.” 

Obſerve, he ſpeaks of theſe people as if 
they were a kind of property of his own 
(like the hat'on his head) which was loſt, 
perhaps on the road, and is now found; 
or pledged at a pawonbroker's, and fince 
fairly redeemed And what is worſe till, 
Mr. Miller treats theſe people, as if he had 


a kind of property in them; by refuſing 


them a will of their own.' But though 


Mr. Miller talks, with ſo much ſelf-com- 


placency, of what he has done with re- 
ſpect to theſe people; if he will liſten for 
a moment to me, I will tell him he has 
done that, which any other man beſides 
himſelf would Sluſb to own. For Mr. 
Miller very well knows, that all the chil- 
dren he has taken from the Diſſenting 
ſchool, 
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ſchool, have left it againſt their own free 
choice, and that of their parents or 
why did he decline our propoſal of diſ- 
miſſing them, in caſe they ſhould be in- 
elined to go? In fact, the exulting air with 
which Mr. Miller ſpeaks of what he has 
done, clearly ſhews that it was done with 
difficulty, and required ſome adroitneſs. 
We have been ſo fortunate,” he ſays, 
cc as to recover many of our people; 
plainly intimating, that this was more 
than he could have well expected to do; 
or than could have been done, without 
conſiderable management on his part. 
Indeed, many of theſe people yielded 
with ſo much reluctance to Mr. Miller's 
baſe and barbarous purpoſes, that when 
they found themſelves obliged to with- 
draw their children from this ſchool, I 
have been well informed, they were in 
the greateſt. diſtreſ, and the children 
themſelves in agonies of grief, fot many 
days. Now I muſt; ſay, the very attempt 
to force children, by any means (there 
can 
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can be no honourable means in this caſe) 
from a ſchool, where they were well 
pleaſed to go, and where their parents 
were well ſatisfied to ſend them, is in 
itſelf pERVERSE AND CRUBL ;—it is ſuch 
an attempt as no man, not loſt to all 
ſenſe of juſtice and tenderneſs, to all 
feeling of propriety and common de- 
corum, would ever have thought of. It 
is an exploit, of which Mr. Miller may 
boaſt as long as he pleaſes (even thieves 
and robbers ſometimes boaſt of what they 
do) but which I venture to affirm, can 
give ſatisfaction to the heart of none 
| but an Arabian ruffian, or an African 
i —  Mave-driver. 5 655 


In another part of his book (page 21) 
Mr. Miller ſeems willing to draw the 
attention of his readers to myſelf, as well 


| | as tomy Letter. From what has been 
produced,“ ſays he, the public will be 
i! * ſufficiently enabled to form their opi- 
I nion of Mr, Field.” Now what opinion 
| the 


| - 
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the public have formed, or may form of 
me, or whether the public will form any 
opinion at all in the caſe, I pretend not 
to determine. But being a very young 
man, juſt entered into the wide world, and 
who have not been hitherto much expoſed 
. to dangerous temptations; I believe T may 
ſay, that I have not yet given into any 
very irregular practices, and that my 
character at preſent will bear a pretty 
cloſe inſpection. Whether this may be 
the caſe with Mr. Miller's, you who know 
better than I do, can much better ſay. 
Reports tell many frange things to be 
ſure, but reports are often falſe and un- 
founded; and into the truth of theſe, I 
have never taken the trouble to enquire. 
Once, indeed, I was in Mr, Miller's 
company ; and then I remember, I did 


not conceive a very favourable idea of 


him, as'a clergyman, from the ſhame- 
fully light and trifling manner, in which 
he allows himſelf to uſe that great and 
awful name, which we Diſſenters think 
ought 
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ought: never to be mentioned, but with 
the profoundeſt reverence. And he will 
hardly think that his behaviour ſince that 
time, has at all contributed. to raiſe him 
in my eſtimation, or in that of any one 
elſe (whoſe eſteem 1s worth any thing) 
either as a clergyman, or even as a man 
of common ſenſe and feeling.— However, 
Mr. Miller ſhould certainly have well 
conſidered, before he had offered to ſtrike 
the firſt blow. at my character, whether 
his oon will bear one in return. 8 
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I was a good deal furprized, I confeſs, 
with what Mr. Miller ſays (p. 23) of 
« his being influenced in theſe proceed- 
ings by a regard to the Diſſenters.” In- 
deed, if I am not much miſinformed, Mr. 
Miller has ſome reaſon to cheriſh a regard 
for the Diſſenters. For at a time when 
the fouleſt aſperſions were thrown upon 
his own character (and ſuch as if found- 
ed in truth, would prove him to be a 
monſter) the Diſſenters were the perſons, 

as 
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as moſt of you may remember, who 


ſtepped forward to ſay, what could be 


ſaid in his vindication ; and by their 
warmth in defending him, ſome of them 
brought upon themſelves, much ridicule 
and abuſe. So that if Mr. Miller has 
not ſome little regard for the Diſſenters; 
the Difſenters might complain of his in- 
gratitude ; as well as of the injuſtice of 
ſome late proceedings againſt them. And 
even for his profeſſions of regard, the Diſ- 


ſenters would feel themſelves much oblig- 


ed to him; if they could find any ſort 
of agreement between his actions and his 
words. But here is the puzzle. 


It was Mr. Miller's regard for the. 


Diſſenters, we will ſuppoſe, that induced 
him to appoint what he calls amicable 
e conferences” (with which the whole; 
buſineſs began) in order to enquire into 
the truth of ſome ſtrange reports, raiſed, 


againſt them. And indeed ſo far, all 


was fair enough. But when he had 
D | heard 
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heard their account of the matter; had 
declared himſelf fully ſatisfied with it; 
and had paſſed the higheſt compliments 
(latef anguis in herba) upon their zeal 
and charity : what did his regard for the 
Diſſenters next lead him to do? Did he go 
and contradict reports, he knew to be un- 
founded ; which would have been com- 
mon juſtice at leaſt? Alas! nothing 
like it. Theſe very reports (Oh. mon- 
ſtrous! monſtrous!) Mr. Miller . took 
pains to ſpread abroad; to place in the 
moſt unfair and unfavourable lights; 
and endeavoured, of his kind regard for 
the Diſſenters to inflame a whole town 
againſt them, where they had long lived 
in the greateſt repute and peace! 


Afterwards, when the lives and pro- 
perty of their friends at Birmingham 
were devoted to the ſavage rage of a 
drunken mob: what did Mr. Miller's re- 
gard for the Diſſenters lead him to do? 
Nothing leſs, than to make a cruel attack 

| upon 
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upon them in that moment of affright - 


and diſtreſs; and to threaten the ſame 
deſtruction to their houſes and their 
property alſo, if they did not yield to his 
inſolent mandate: like the raſcal, who 
demands your money or your life; with 


this difference that Mr. Miller demanded, 


out of his great regard for the Diſſenters, 


what is of more value to them (Mr. 


Miller may ſtare) than either money or 


life. Such, my good friends, is Mr. 
Miller's regard for the Diſſenters. But 
from you, I hope, we ſhall meet with 


another fort of regard or we ſhall be 
wretched indeed ?* - 


\ 

* In juſtice to Mr, Miller, I will juſt tell the fol- 
lowing little ſtory. At the time, when dreadful news 
arrived every hour from Birmingham; this good 
man went to a friend of mine and defired him © for 
« G——'s fake, to get Mr. Field out of the way, 
« for that he is known to have been at the Birming- 
« ham revolution-dinner, and that his life is-in dan- 


ger.“ And then he added (obſerve the reaſon why 


4 he wiſhed ſo much to get Mr. Field out of the way) 
« whatever you do for G——-'s ſake give up your 


« „ ſchool, or, I tell you, you will have your 
K D 2 M meeting- 


1 
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I have little more to ſay on the ſub- 
ject of Mr. Miller's pamphlet. It is, al- 
together a wonderful production, - And, 
if it does not provoke ſerious diſappro- 
bation, it may perhaps be a ſubject of 
ſome ridicule and laughter; though, in- 
deed, I rather fancy, it can Marly e excite 
any thing more than ſilent wonder and 
contempt. There are in it, ſo many in- 
ſtances of weakneſs, incoherence, ab- 
ſurdity, and folly; as amount almoſt to 


a proof, in my eſtimation, of poſitive 


ideotiſm, or abſolute inſanity. To ſay the 
beſt of it, it is a prepoſterous defence of 
a prepoſterous buſineſs. And nothing 
but the many ſolemn oaths attached to it, 


« meeting-houſe and your dwelling-houſes pulled 
« down.” And this advice I came to give you, ſays 
he, with a jeſuiſtical ſhake ot the head, out of “ pure 
& friendſhip !” This is not the firſt time, my readers 
will obſerve, that Mr. Miller held forth the ſame 
threatning language. (See Note, p. 23.) And I could 


name one other Diſſenter, at leaſt, in whoſe hearing 


Mr. Miller threw out the ſame threats of violence, 


accompanied with ſuch language as would diſgrace a 
common Billingſgate. 


and 
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and particularly the charge pending upon 
the firſt, could have led me to take any 


manner of notice of it. 


. By the poſtſcript at the end, it ſhould: 
ſeem, that the whole of this curious per- 
formance, was ſubmitted. to the inſpec- 
tion and publiſhed: with the approbation, 
perhaps by the expreſs order, of the 
Committee formed to ſupport the church 
(one ſhould think the church is actually 
falling) in this borough. Otherwiſe, I. 
would have ſeriouſly propoſed jit to the 
conſideration of theſe gentlemen, that in 
future, all performances ſo extremely 
poor, weak and contemptible, as this 
before me, ſhould be abſolutely ſup- 
preſſed, by their authority; as tending 
to bring down diſgrace upon the church, 
of which they are the appointed guar- 
dians. If my voice could be heard in 
ſuch an auguſt aſſembly (the collected 
wiſdom. of the town of Warwick) I. 
would loudly tell them That a ſingle 

D 3 injudicious 
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injudicious friend, is often more to be 
dreaded, than a whole hoſt of enemies. 


That you, my good friends, may all 
ſee in what a truly ridiculous point of 
view your two clergymen, together with 
their noble band of divines, eſquires and 
_ doctors, all ſtout and valorous cham- 
pions of the church, have placed them- 
ſelves in the eyes of the world; I ſhall 
tranſcribe a note for your peruſal, from 
a book entitled © A Letter to the Right 
* Honourable Edmund Burke, by George 
* Rous, Eſq. in reply to his appeal from 
e the new to the old Whigs.” Page 49. 
You will perceive there 1s a little miſtake 
in the latter part of it; Warwick being 
in the dioceſe of Worceſter. 


© It were improper to ſuſpect any part 
* of the clergy of wiſhing this calamity 
(ii. e. the Birmingham riots) yet the 
© chriſtian charity of many could not re- 
ö ſtrain 
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© ſtrain their exultation when the cala- 
mity fell on thoſe who, doubtleſs, were 
*« ſinners above all the Galileans.“ One 
© inſtance in which the zeal of the church 
* was oppoſed to good works, deſerves to 
© be recorded. At Warwick ſome un- 
* godly Diſſenters had admitted into their 
* ſchool certain children whom the church 
* ſchools had rejected. They clothed 
* theſe children and inſtructed them, not 
in controverſial divinity, but in the ru- 
* diments of - chriſtianity. It was even 
proved that theſe wicked Diſſenters 
* ſometimes had given money to the chil- 
dren moſt diligent in their learning, and 
to the whole company a dinner every 
Sunday. This ſeduction from the church 
Created alarm. A worthy clergyman 
* required them to ſhut up their ſchool, 
© and doubtleſs, in the exceſs of his zeal 
© hinted © ſome dreadful conſequences” of 
their obſtinacy, © a meeting-houſe and 
« dwellings of their own that may poſ- 
<« ſibly in their turn be deſtroyed.” Four 
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more reverend churchmen, with other 


© wiſe men of Gotham“ aſſembled, and 


* gravely voted © that he had ſupported . 
* the character of a conſcientious and 
ce good chriſtian, and that the thanks of 


this meeting are due to him for his up- 


* right and judicious conduct.“ It is but 
* juſtice to add, that Dr. Cornwallis, 
* Biſhop of Lichfield and Coventry inter- 
© poſed, in a manner highly n his 
e "0 ſtation, = 


My generous townſmen, I cannot 


| prevail upon myſelf to conclude this ſe- 


cond Addreſs to you, without returning 
you my thanks, and thoſe of my friends, 


for the candid attention you have been 
pleaſed to give the ſubject of my firſt—a 
- ſubject, with reſpect to which, a very na- 


tural and laudable. partiality muſt have 


* ( Wiſe men of Warwick” I am told begins. 


be a current expreſſion. Poſſibly in time, it may 
rival the celebrity of the & wiſe men of Gotham,” and 


perhaps at length, obtain a place in the ſame. rank 


with it. 
inclined 
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inchned moſt! of you to with that your 
clergy might be right. 


But though friends to the church, 
yet as cool and ſteady friends, I am ſure, 
you can never approve of the blind, in- 
temperate, frantic zeal of Mr. Miller, 
and Mr. Laugharne, and their committee 
of abettors ;—a zeal which hurries them 
into the moſt criminal exceſſes; and 
leads them, under the pious pretence of 
ſupporting the church, to. violate the 
plaineſt and moſt acknowledged rules of 
equity and decorum. In my humble 
opinion, you would do right to tell them 
(ſuch advice from me they would hardly 
attend to) that a much better way of 
ſupporting the credit of the church, is, by 
fair reaſoning and argument, by modera- 
tion (or juſtice at leaſt) towards Diſſen- 
ters, and above all, by leading a cxasTE, 
SOBER, AND VIRTUOUS-LIFE. But as for 
briberies, threatenings, perjuries, pulling 
down houſes, and turning out of pariſhes, 

| and 
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and other ſuch things, —I hope, for the 


/ 


honour of the church, we ſhall hear no 
more of them. 


Wiſhing that your clergy may diſ- 

cover a little more of good ſenſe, fair- 

- neſs, and candour, in their future pro- 

ceedings againſt Diſſenters (no unfriendly 
wiſh I hope) 


I remain, | | 
My generous townſmen and neighbours, 
Your very humble ſervant, 
WILLIAM FIELD. 
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COPY OF A LETTER 


TO 


The Printer of the Birmingham Gazette. 


MIRABILE DICTVU ! 


kn. DAG ad * 6 


Mr. "—_ 


TRE nature of the difference be- 
tween — of the members of the Church and 
the Diſſenters, at Warwick, is now, I believe, 
pretty well underſtood by moſt of the readers 
of your paper. So little of fairneſs, honour, 
and decency, and even of common juſtice, ap- 
peared in the proceedings of one of the clergy, 
Mr. Miller, in this new and ſingular affair, that 
I found myſelf obliged, ſome time ſince, to 
make an appeal to the inhabitants at large, in 
a Letter which is now before the public. To 
what I have there ſtated of Mr. Miller's un- 
worthy and diſgraceful conduct, in the courſe 
of this buſineſs, I am truly ſorry to have oc- 
caſion to add an account of a recent tranſattion, 


which is juſt come to my knowledge. By this 
it will appear, that he and one other clergyman 
with him, are determined to perſiſ in meaſures 

E which 
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which have called forth the juſt indignation, 
not of my particular friends only, but of all 
ſober and thinking men, whether Churchmen or 
Diſſenters, in Warwick or out of it. 

It is now, -Mr. Printer, about three or four 
months ſince our ſagacious prieſt firſt diſcovered 
that the credit of his own ſchool could never 
be firmly eſtabliſhed, but upon the ruins of 
that of the Diſſenters. Having failed in a 
daring attempt to overthrow it, by acts of open 
violence and bare-faced injuſtice; it will now 
be ſeen that he, ſupported 'by his own curate, 
is ſtill endeavouring to undermine it, by more 
concealed but not leſs unfair and diſhonourable 
5 | 


vo our ea will pleaſe to be informed, that 

ce young children of the name of Pena had been 
admitted into the Diſſenting ſchool, nearly at 
the time of its firſt inſtitution; and therefore, 
'beifig the children of non-pariſhioners, at a 
time when they were not admiſſible into the 
Church ſchools. To the parents of theſe chil- 
dren, a few weeks ago, the man ſo much ap- 
Plauded ce for his upright and judicious conduct 
ce in ſupport of the Church, went; and, fail- 
ing in his other arts of perſuaſion, offered them 
money, on the expreſs condition that their chil- 
wy Would be taken from the ſchool, to which 
they 
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they had belonged from their earlieſt infancy, 
and in which the parents declared themſelves: - 
well fatisfied they ſhould ſtill remain. Four 
ſhillings for each child, and a promiſe of ſome 
further aſſiſtance, were to have been the price 
of this infamous bargain ! 5 


It might be thought abſolutely incredible, 
Mr. Printer, that the man himſelf ſhould deſcend 
to the uſe of bribery, in ſo open and undiſguiſed 
a manner, who has ſo often alleged charges 
of this kind againſt others, cn ſuch frivolous 
grounds and with ſuch apparent diſdain. But 
this, we all know, is too common a caſe. We 
all know that the perſons, proteſting with the 
' greateſt vehemence againſt a fault or a crime 
in others, are too often found to be the very 
perſons who practice 1t themſelves. Of this 
miſerable weakneſs and inconſiſtence, we ſee 
a ſad example in the Vicar of St. Ws 


The enſnaring offers of Mr. Miller, though 
directed with all the judgment,” or, to ſpeak 
plain, with all the poor and pitiful art, for which 
he has been ſo much extolled by his reverend 
chairman, and in which he has ſince been fo 
ſucceſsfully imitated. by his obſequious curate, 
proved in the preſent caſe, it ſeems, of no avail. 
From artful promiſes, therefore, he next pro- 
ceeded, e in the true ſpirit of a conſcientious 

cc and 
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« and good Chriſtian,” to try the effect of cruel 
threats; declaring that, if his will was not obeyed, 
d the children withdrawn from the Diſſenting 
Ichool, © both parents and children ſhould be 
ce turned out of the pariſh!” And to ſhew a 
complete and perfect example of Chriſtian meck- 
neſs I ſuppoſe, our zealous prieſt declared, more- 
over, that with ' theſe all other perſons alſo, 
ſhould be diſmiſſed from the pariſh, who hap- 
pened not to be born in it, and who perſiſted 
in ſending their children to a ſchool, interdicted, 
I preſume he added, by his high eceleſiaſtical 
authority * ! 


Such, Mr. Printer, are the particulars of an 
affair, of which, I confeſs, I cannot even think, 
without the ſtrongeſt emotions of diſguſt and 


* I take it for granted, the public are ſatisfied that the woman 
gave me the account I have here ſtated: ſince ſhe did it in the 
preſence of two reſpectable witneſſes, whoſe names are at any time 
ready to be produced. And I muſt be at liberty to ſay, Tam per- 
fectly ſatisfied that the ſtory is not an invention of the woman her- 
ſelf. For J deſired her to repeat it ſeveral times, and took pains to 
make her vary in her account: as did the two other perſons. pre- 
ſent. Beſides what motive could ſhe have to invent ſuch a fiction? 
For I defy any one to prove that we ever gave encouragement to 
informers; and ſuppoſing, for a moment, we had done it in the 
preſent inſtance, the woman being in the hands of our enemies, 
they would, no doubt, have awazled them of a circumſtance fo 
much to our diſadvantage ; if it had been in their power. It is 
true, the woman now contradicts this account upon oath ; but ſhe 
alſo contradicts that ſhe ever gave it to me; which 1s plainly falſe 
ſwearing, But what ſeems to put the matter beyond all doubt is, 
that this woman gave partly the ſame account to a reſpectable gen- 
tleman of this town; to whom I am a perfect ſtranger, but who 
declared in a public company that he was ready to ſwear to it, 


and whoſe zame (when properly called upon) I ſhall think myſelf 
| FM 


ST. 
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diſdain. Such low arts of bribery in a clergy- 
man, ſuch arbitrary and deſpotic principles in 
an Engliſhman, ſuch baſe and abominable threat- 
nings from a Chriſtian (as they call him) are 
enough to pain every virtuous feeling, to ſhock 
every juſt and generous. principle in the mind, - 
and to make us almoſt aſbamed that we are 
men! * 


Whether Mr. Miller imagines himſelf ſuf- 
ficiently authorized, either by any obſolete law 
or by the ſpirit of the times, to drive from their 
homes all perſons, chuſing to ſend their children 
where they think they will be beſt inſtructed, I 1 
do not know. A few months ago, I ſhould 
ſcarcely have heſitated on ſuch a queſtion. A 
few raonths ago, I ſhould ſcarcely have thought 
it even poſſible that a number of rich, reſpectable 
perſons, who have done no crime, ſhould be 


at liberty to mention. She alſo gave the whole of this account 
to another perſon whoſe zame I have directed to be ſent to Mr. 
Tomes'; together with the zames of ſome other poor perſons 
who have made the ſame complaints againſt Mr. Miller, as thoſe 
ſtated in'this Letter. On the whole I do not think myſelf at all 
obliged to contradi this account: but having ſtated it and the 
evidence for it, I leave it, as Mr. Miller ſays, * to the impartial 
C judgment of the public.” 1 


4 


O but man! proud man! 

Dreſt in a little brief authority, . 

Mott ignorant of what he's moſt aſſur'd, 

His glaſſy eſſence—like an angry ape, | 
Plays ſuch fantaſtic tricks before high heaven, 

As makes the angels weep; who, with our ſpleens, 
Would all themſelves laugh mortal. 


* E * burnt 
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burnt out of their houſes, as we have ſeen at 
Birmingham ; or that a number of worthy, in- 
duſtrious poor ſhould be turned out of their 
pariſhes, as we are to ſee at Warwick; at the 
will of any inſolent clergyman in the world. 
Nor can I yet perſuade myſelf, that the love 
of liberty and a regard to right are ſo entirely 
eradicated from 'the minds of my countrymen, 
that they will bear much longer to ſee ſuch un- 
righteous and intolerant proceedings ; the moſt- 
ſo, perhaps, all circumſtances conſidered, of 
any that have yet been recorded in the pages of 
_ hiſtory. But if I ſhould find myſelf miſtaken, I 
ſhall certainly begin to think it high time, both 
for the rich and for the poor, who feel in any 
. degree, a regard to the deareſt and moſt valuable 
rights of men, to leave not Mr. Miller's pariſp 
only, but Mr. Miller's country alſo, and to ſeek 
abroad thoſe juſt liberties, which we are denied 
at home. | 


In this letter I have taken notice of one only 


of Mr. Miller's unfair attempts to oppoſe and 


ruin the Diſſenting ſchool at Warwick. Vet as 
ſeveral children have been withdrawn from it, 


whoſe parents had always expreſſed the greateſt 


ſatisfaction with the attention they received, and 


the improvement they made; there is little room 


to doubt that they were drawn away by ſuch vile 
arts as Mr, Miller ſhews himſelf capable of uſing. 


Of 
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Of one ſucceſsful feat of this kind, however, dex- 
terouſly done by his humble admirer and imi- 
tator Mr Laugharne, I have received a particular 
account; of which, if I ſhould have occaſion to 
write again, he may depend upon hearing more 
from me;* and which will clearly ſhew him to 
be à curate altogether worthy of ſuch a vicar. 


T own Mr. Printer, T am the more aſtoniſhed 
at theſe proceedings of Mr. Miller and Mr. 
Laugharne, as I find they are in direct contradic- 
tion to the advice of their ſuperior ; to whom, 
therefore, as inferior clergymen, both of them 


owe obedience. I ſpeak on the ſuppoſition that 


the report is true of the Biſhop's having ſent a 
letter to the members of. the church; in which, 
he is ſo fair and candid as to ju/tify the Diſſenters, 
and ſo wiſe and prudent as to recommend that 
theſe proceedings againſt them ſhould be dif- 
continued, f 


e I fancy I have already fickened my readers, with the ac- 
counts of Mr. Miller's tricks and thoſe of his reverend aſſociate. 
However, left I ſhould diſappoint Mr. Laugharne, (fortheſe gen- 
tlemen make a boaft of the very things at which I bluſh) I will 
juſt tell that he offered to cloath a lad, provided his parents would 
take him from the Diſſenting ſchool. This offer, it may be ſup- 
poſed, was too tempting to be reſiſted. The lad, I happened to 
meet the other day; he told me what Mr. Laugharne had promiſed 


to give him; but ſaid he had as yet been able to get only a ragged 


pair of breeches. 1 hope Mr. Laugharne for his honour's fake 
and for the ſake of the poor boy, will perform the reſt of his 


promiſe. 
F That Mr. Miller has received a letter from the Biſhop on 


this ſubject, I have good authority to aſſert in contradiftion to Mr. 
Daniel. Of the complexion of this letter, indeed, I cannot — 
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It might be expected that I ſhould make 
ſome apology to thoſe of my townſmen. and 
neighbours, many of whom are zealous friends 
to the church, who diſlike as much as I do theſe 
proceedings of Mr, Miller, and who may con- 
ſider this letter as tending again to interrupt that 
harmony which is fo peculiarly deſirable, among 
perſons reſiding in the ſame town. But greatly 
as I value peace and harmony, I muſt beg leave 
to ſay that I ſhall never conſent. to purchaſe it, 
by a tame acquieſcence in meaſures which I think 
deteſtable and wicked. And as long as Mr. 
Miller or Mr. Laugharne continue to act, at 
once, in oppoſition to the plain rules of reaſon, 
juſtice, and common decorum, in contempt of 
the advice of Biſhops, and in defiance of the 


opinion of all wiſe and moderate men; I ſhall 


never ceaſe to expoſe their conduct to the exe- 
cration and abhorrence, which it deſerves. 
I am, Sir. 
Your humble Servant, 
WARWICK, WILLIAM FIELD. 


* 


Oct. 14, 1791. 


ſo deciſively; though I think we may make a pretty good gueſs 
2 the circumſtance of Mr. Miller's keeping it entirely to 
imſelf. 5 | 
. with reſpe& to the Biſhop's opinion of theſe pro- 
ceedings (though there can be little donbt what ſuch a man muſt 
think of them) and whether he applauds or whether he condemns. 
the conduct of his clergy, it is a matter that entirely concerns them 
and not us. And Mr. Daniel is under a great miſtake if he 
imagines that we Diſſenters care at all about the opinion of this 
biſhop, or any biſhop, as ſuch, ; 
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